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Criteria for deciding on ISRS involvement in reef conservation issues

There are numerous instances around the world where the advice and support of ISRS would be useful in resolving particular reef conservation issues.  However, the Society does not have the man-power or resources to investigate every case, even though deserving.  In addition, if the Society takes a campaigning position without careful investigation and is found to be in error, it risks losing its reputation and having its views on more important cases and issues ignored.

The following are the general criteria against which ISRS will decide whether or not the Society will take a position and /or issue a Position Statement in relation to a conservation issue affecting a particular reef area.  

The Society will consider being involved if the reef or reef system in question is:

i) already one of most significant Marine Protect Areas within a country, (e.g. is listed as a World Heritage Site; or  other similar or equivalent designation) 

ii) if not already protected, is among the two or three reef areas of the greatest scientific or conservation significance within that country (e.g. contains reef species or communities of global significance; of vital social, cultural or economic importance to a country)

iii) spans more than one country, or stretches across a region of global importance; or

iv) if not meeting any of the above criteria constitutes, for other clearly documented reasons, a very special case.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Where appropriate and/or necessary, a regional advisory group of ISRS members will be asked to comment on whether or not an individual case meets the above criteria.  In such cases, and if the ISRS is not certain the issue can be dealt with credibly by the whole society, the regional advisory group may make a statement on the issue that can bear the endorsement of the council.

Once the request for action has been made to the Society, either directly or through contacting the Conservation Committee, approval to accept (or decline) the action request will be considered by the Council in concert with the Conservation Committee based on the above criteria, with a decision to follow within a time period not to exceed three weeks. 
